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AROUND THE STATION ...  

NS Newport Public Affairs Office  
PAO Office Line: (401) 841-3538 
Base Condition Line: (401) 841-2211 
E-Mail: NWPT_ContactUs@navy.mil  
 
Command and Staff 
Capt. Ian L. Johnson, Commanding Officer 
Lisa Rama, Public Affairs Officer 
Cmdr. Corey Barker, Public Affairs Officer 
Kalen Arreola, Public Affairs Specialist 
 
Operational and Exercise Impacts are often 

communicated to the public 
first using the installation 
social media outlets: 

¶ FB: Facebook.com/
NAVSTANewport 

¶ Twitter: @NAVSTANEWPORTRI 

¶ Instagram: @navstanewportri 

¶ LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/company/navstanewport 
DISCLAIMER: The Department of the Navy does not 
endorse and is not associated with the non-federal 
entities in this publication. 

Veterans Day celebrations began 
early this year with the 7th annual 
WaterFire Salute to Veterans on 
Nov. 4 in Providence.  The event 
kicked off with a ceremony on the 
steps of the R.I. Statehouse that 
included special guest remarks by 1st 
Sgt. Dora Vasquez, USA (ret), an 
airborne qualified expert interrogator 
who is also a graduate of the Armyôs 
grueling Survival, Evasion, 
Resistance and Escape (SERE) 
course in Ft. Bragg, N.C.   
This years WaterFireôs theme 

focused on women in the services 
and included a Womenôs Veteran 
display telling the story of female 
service as it evolved from 
administrative and medical roles up 
to the present day combat service 
women.   
The statehouse ceremony also 

included ceremonial oath of 
enlistments for the Army and Air 
Force National Guard, administered 
by Maj. General Christopher 
Callahan, The Adjutant General for 
Rhode Island and Marines, Navy and 
U.S. Coast Guard recruits 
ceremonially sworn in by Capt. Nick 
Rapley, Commanding Officer of the 
Navy Supply Corps School.   
All of the young men and women 

ceremonially sworn in will be 
shipping off for basic training or boot 
camp in the coming months.  
Following the speaking portion of the 
celebration, there was a procession to 
the basin area that included Gold Star 
Families, speakers, a contingent of 

officers from the Navy Supply Corps 
School and, most importantly, one 
hundred torch-bearers who 
surrounded the basin with flames 
signifying the commitment of those 
who serve and have served. 
Navy Band N.E. joined by the 

Governorôs Own 88th Army Band 
performed an exceptional 
combination of Patriotic songs and 
marches for the audience that 
culminated with the service songs.   
In addition to the ceremony, the 

music and the impressive lighting of 
the basin area, there were dozens of 
specialty vendors and veteran 
support organizations to provide 
something for everyone and raise 
awareness and appreciation for 

Veterans, their families and those 
still serving. 

Providence WaterFire Salute to Veterans  

mailto:nwpt_contactus@navy.mil
http://www.facebook.com/navstanewport
twitter.com/navstanewportri
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Have you done your housing surveys? 
WASHINGTON (NNS) -- Navy 

Installations Command (CNIC) 
leaders call on to the residents and 
families using Public-Private 
Venture (PPV) housing to do every 
survey possible to help the command 
pinpoint problems and solve them. 
ñHousing is a significant quality 

of life priority, and we are actively 
monitoring how the changes we 
make impact our residents,ò noted Ed 
Cannon, Director of Fleet and Family 
Readiness at CNIC. 
ñWe use multiple surveys to get 

your thoughts on various 
housing interactions. Your 
survey responses provide us a 
metric-driven means to 
improve the quality of our 
service,ò said Cannon.  ñI 
highly encourage all who 
receive housing surveys to take 
time and fill them out. Your 
honest feedback tells us how 
we are doing.ò 
Satisfaction surveys are an 

integral part of the CNICôs 
efforts to measure, understand 
and respond to the needs and 
concerns of PPV housing 
residents. 
ñWe read each comment 

and the trends we identify are 
crucial in our efforts to support 
the fleet and provide ever-
improving quality of service for our 
warfighters and families,ò Cannon 
added. ñResident feedback, both 
positive and negative, is a primary 
tool we use to determine where the 
Navy and the PPV partners are 
getting it right and where we need to 
focus more attention.ò 
Four Types of Surveys 
Each survey contains tailored 

questions to provide actionable 
information on how to enhance the 
housing program. Residents have the 
option to take four different types of 
surveys: 

- move-in 
- move-out 

- work order (after every 
maintenance action) 

- annual resident satisfaction 
(conducted anonymously by an 
independent third party) 
ñIn addition to the annual 

housing satisfaction surveys, it is 
important for PPV residents to take 
the spot surveys they receive if they 
submit a maintenance request, or 
when they move in or out of PPV 
housing,ò said Ginny Greene, 
CNICôs Navy Privatized Housing 
branch manager. ñWe, the Navy and 

our PPV partners, are dedicated to 
making it as easy as possible for 
residents to provide feedback and 
rectify any problems noted.ò 
The move-in and move-out 

surveys focus on residentsô 
experience when entering and 
leaving the homes. Through these 
surveys, Service members and 
families are asked about the initial 
home and community condition, the 
inspection and leasing process, the 
educational material provided, if 
their questions were answered, and if 
they encountered any difficulties.   
The short work order surveys are 

focused on an individual 

maintenance action and help quantify 
the PPV partnersô timeliness, 
customer service response, and 
quality of repair work completed. 
The annual resident satisfaction 

surveys are an anonymous way for 
residents to provide overarching 
feedback at how well PPV partners 
are meeting residentsô expectations. 
CEL & Associates, an independent 
third party, administers the annual 
satisfaction survey on behalf of the 
Navy PPV partners -- Balfour Beatty, 
Clark, Hunt, Landmark, Lincoln, and 

Patrician. The Navy and PPV 
property managers create 
detailed corrective action plans 
based on the results of the 
annual surveys.  
ñSurvey responses are taken 
incredibly seriously at all 
levels of the chain of 
command,ò said Greene. 
ñResident recommendations 
help us improve their 
experience in their individual 
neighborhood, but can also 
affect the entire program, so 
that our larger Navy family can 
benefit as a whole.ò 
Initiatives and Improvements 
Several of the initiatives 
recently implemented in PPV 
housing oversight were a result 
of feedback through the 

various surveys. For example, the out
-of-cycle survey earlier this year 
noted the lack of transparency in the 
maintenance process. As a result, all 
Navy PPV partners have developed 
online portals and apps where 
residents can submit and track 
maintenance requests. PPV housing 
residents can learn more about the 
available apps through their PPV 
housing managers. 
For more information about Navy 

Housing, go to www.cnic.navy.mil/
ffr/housing.html or visit your Navy 
Housing Service Center. 
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Commanding Officer Naval 
Station Newport Ian Johnson, 
Command Master Chief Patrick 
Tummins, and key staff members 
gathered together Nov. 12 at Ney 
Hall Galley for a cake cutting 
ceremony, in observance of national 
Warrior Care Month.   
Hull Maintenance Technician 

John Franco and Non-Medical Care 
Manager Lolita ñLollieò Merencillo, 
both from the Navy Wounded 
Warrior (NWW) program, came by 
to talk about the 
services offered to 
active duty 
personnel via this 
program.  
NWW is the 

Navy and Coast 
Guardôs wounded 
warrior support 
program. It 
provides Sailors, 
Coast Guardsmen and their families a 
beacon of hope through non-medical 
support following a serious illness or 
injury.  

Currently, more 
than 4,000 
Sailors and 
Coast 

Guardsmen are enrolled in NWW, 
which is not limited to those with 
combat wounds. The program also 
supports those with serious illnesses 
ï both mental and physical 

conditions ï and injuries sustained in 
shipboard, training or liberty 
accidents.  
To learn about enrollment, call 

NWWôs 24/7 toll-free line, 855-
NAVY WWP (628-9997), email 
navywoundedwarrior@navy.mil or 
visit the programôs website at 
www.navywounded warrior.com. 

Navy Wounded Warrior Program Visits NAVSTA Newport, 

Celebrates Warrior Care Month at Ney Hall Galley 

άLǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ Řǳǘȅ ǘƻ 
ŎŀǊŜΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ 
ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭŜǎǘ ƭƛǾŜǎ 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜέ - !5a DǊŜŜƴŜǊǘ 
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BRISTOL, R.I. - In a heartfelt 
ceremony, Governor Gina M. 
Raimondo led the state's official 
Veterans Day proceedings to honor 
those who have served. Held at the 
Rhode Island Veterans Home, over 
200 attendees heard remarks of 
appreciation from the Governor and 
other elected officials and sang songs 
to pay tribute to our nation's heroes. 
Kasim Yarn, the state's Director of 
Veterans Services, members of the 
Congressional delegation, and other 
state and local officials joined her for 
the event. 

"Rhode Island is a leader in 
recognizing the sacrifice of those 
who've served our great nation," said 
Governor Raimondo. "I'm proud to 
be here at this state-of-the-art facility 
to honor the debt we owe our 
Veterans and reaffirm our 
commitment to them. Our Veterans 
deserve our gratitude and support for 
what they have given to us." 

The day's observances began 
with a wreath laying at Bristol's 
Honor Roll earlier in the morning, 
followed by a nondenominational 

service at the Veterans 
Home's chapel. The 
official ceremony 
kicked off at 11:30 a.m. 
in the Home's main 
dining hall. 

"It's fitting that we 
honor America's heroes 
at one of the finest 
veterans homes in the nation," said 
Kasim Yarn, the state's Director of 
Veterans Services, during the 
ceremony.  

"We take a backseat to 
no one when it comes 
to honoring and 
supporting our 
Veterans. For us, 
every day is Veterans 
Day." 

Located on the 110-
acre site of the first 

Veterans Home in Bristol, Rhode 
Island, the new facility opened on 
this day two years ago. 
 

Celebrating our veterans, NUWC Division Newport Commanding 
Officer, Captain Mike Coughlin served as the keynote speaker at the 
Rhode Island Veterans Home. ñDuring this Veterans Day, please 
pause to remember the sacrifices our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, 
Marines and Coast Guardsmen have made in serving our Nation 
where and when they were needed.ò Captain Coughlin laid a wreath 
honoring all who have served.  

NUWC CO Visits Veterans Home in Bristol 
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Navy Band Northeast (NBNE) 
Holiday by the Bay concert -- 
featuring the Newport Navy 
Choristers -- will take place in 
Spruance Auditorium, U.S. Naval 
War College on Sunday, December 
15th at 3 p.m. 
As NBNE prepares for this very 

popular, annual holiday concert, they 
wanted to extend this special 
invitation to you, the U.S. Naval War 
College and NAVSTA Newport 
community.  
This family-oriented concert will 

have a wide range of festive musical 
selections, a sing along and a special 
visit by everyone's favorite bringer of 
good cheer: Santa! While the concert 
will begin at 3 p.m., MWR will 
provide cookies and hot cocoa outside 
of Spruance Auditorium starting at 2 
p.m. 
The concert is free and open to the 

public, but it is a ticketed event. We 
have made it easy to reserve your 
seats. RSVP to this invitation no later 
than December 9. Naval War College 
attendees can pick up their tickets 

from CDR Gary Ross beginning Dec. 
10.  
NAVSTA Newport attendees can 

pick up their tickets from Ms. Lisa 
Rama or Ms. Kalen Arreola 
beginning Dec. 10.  
Be sure to print out your email 

confirmation that will be sent to 
ensure that your spot is reserved. If 
you donôt receive the email, call 
NBNE. Please note: Responding to 
this invitation assumes that you have 
Naval Station Newport base access. If 
you have guests who plan on 

attending but will be arriving 
separately, please know that they will 
still need to secure base access. 
Contact MU3 Chavez for more 
information. 
Tickets ran out last year and 

expect the same this year as well. So 
please RSVP before Nov. 23 to 
ensure you and your family can 
attend. On Nov. 23, seats will be 
made available to the general public.   
We look forward to sharing this 

musical tradition with you and your 
family during this holiday season! 

RSVP Now 

for Holiday 

by the Bay 

Concert 

wΦ{Φ±ΦtΦ ōȅ 5ŜŎΦ фΣ нлмф 
¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƻ w{±tΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ bŀǾȅ .ŀƴŘ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ ŀǘ ƴōƴŜǇŀƻϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ плм-упм-нптфΦ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκŜƛƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴǎΦŀŬǘΦŜŘǳκƛƴǾκŀƴƛƳΦŎŦƳΚ
ƛҐптрфууϧƪҐлсссптллторC 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. (Nov. 8, 2019) Navy Band Northeastôs 

(NBNE) Trident Brass Quintet performs for veterans and staff 

at the Syracuse Department of Veterans Affairs Medical 

Center on Nov. 8. The NBNEôs Trident Brass Quintet is one of 

the bandôs busiest ensembles, preforming well-known classic 

songs, patriotic standards and more genres to audiences of 

all ages. NBNEôs mission is to provide musical support for the 

U.S. Naval War College, the Department of the Navy and other 

military and government organizations throughout the 

Northeastern region of the U.S. NBNE inspires patriotism, 

enhances Navy awareness and supports recruiting and 

retention efforts through ceremonies, regional tours and 

public concerts. (U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Tyler D. John) 
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AT THE CLINIC ... 

Influenza is a contagious respira-
tory illness caused by two main types 
of the flu virus: Types A and B. The 
influenza A and B viruses that rou-
tinely spread in people are responsible 
for seasonal flu epidemics each year. 
Both can cause mild to severe illness 
with symptoms including fever, sore 
throat, runny nose, muscle aches, 
headache, coughing and general fa-
tigue. Serious outcomes of infection 
can result in hospitalization or death. 
Some people, such as elderly people, 
young children and people with cer-
tain health conditions are at a higher 
risk of serious complications. The 
best way to prevent the flu is by get-
ting vaccinated annually. 

How It Spreads: Most experts 
think that viruses spread primarily by 
droplets made when infected people 
cough, sneeze, or talk. These droplets 
can land in the mouths or 
noses of people up to six feet 
away, or possibly be in-
haled into the lungs. Less often, a per-
son might get the flu by touching a 
surface or object that has the virus on 
it and then touching their own mouth, 
nose, or eyes. Appropriate cough eti-
quette and hand washing helps pre-
vent the spread of germs. 

Period of Contagiousness: 
Healthy adults can infect others be-
ginning one day before symptoms de-
velop and up to seven days after. 
Children and some people with weak-
ened immune systems may pass the 
virus for longer than seven days. 
However, people are most contagious 
in the first three to four days after 
their illness begins. Symptoms typi-
cally begin about two days (but can 
range from one to four days) after the 
virus enters the body. Some people 
can also be infected but have no 
symptoms. 

Prevention: The best way to 
prevent the flu is to get vaccinated 
every year. Good health habits like 
covering your cough and washing 
your hands often can help stop the 

spread of germs and prevent respira-
tory illnesses. There are also antiviral 
drugs that can be used to treat and 
prevent flu 

Simple ways to prevent the spread 
to others include: 

¶Avoiding close contact with peo-
ple who are sick. When you are sick, 
keep your distance from others to pro-
tect them from getting sick too. 

¶Staying home from work or 
school, and not running errands when 
you are sick. This will help prevent 
spreading your illness to others. 

¶Covering your mouth and nose 
with a tissue when coughing or sneez-
ing. It may prevent those around you 
from getting sick. Flu and other seri-
ous respiratory illnesses, like respira-
tory syncytial virus (RSV), whooping 
cough, and severe acute respiratory 
syndrome (SARS) are spread by 
cough, sneezing, or unclean hands. 

¶Washing your hands often. If 
soap and water are not available, use 
an alcohol-based hand rub. 

United States Data: The flu has 
resulted in between 9.3 million to 49 
million illnesses each year in the 
United States since 2010. On average, 
5% - 20% of the United States popu-
lation gets the flu, resulting in 31.4 
million outpatient visits and more 
than 200,000 hospitalizations. Ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, during the 
severe 2017-2018 flu season, one of 
the longest in recent years, estimates 
indicate that more than 900,000 peo-
ple were hospitalized and more than 
80,000 people died from flu including 
185 children. Approximately 80% of 
these deaths occurred in children who 
had not received a vaccination. Dur-
ing this same season, approximately 
40% of the U.S. population chose to 
get a flu vaccine, preventing an esti-
mated of 7 million flu illnesses and 
8,000 deaths.  

Preventing Seasonal Influenza 

ñThe best way to prevent the 

flu is to get vaccinatedò 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.mil%2Fimg%2Fmhs%2Fpwaicons%2FWebAppIconv_512B.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.mil%2FAbout-MHS%2FOASDHA%2FDefense-Health-Agency&docid=PkndUR2jSp61JM&tbnid=ZfENwupPZD7nQM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.mil%2FAbout-MHS%2FOASDHA%2FDefense-Health-Agency&psig=AOvVaw271A4Gb6wqpymqXPFEOFOW&ust=1573744686420235
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